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Comprehensive Plan for Sustainable Development of Iran.
A brief introduction of this book

This summary presents the core analytical foundations, historical context,
institutional diagnosis, and strategic architecture of the Comprehensive
Plan for Sustainable Development of Iran. It synthesizes the main
arguments of the book into a coherent narrative suitable for policymakers,
scholars, and international development institutions. The summary follows
the logic of the three-stage development model proposed in the book:
stabilization, institutional and infrastructural modernization, and long-term
generational sustainable development.

Iran’s development trajectory over the past century demonstrates the
structural features of what comparative political economy literature calls
“anti-development patterns.” These patterns emerge when states fail to
build inclusive institutions, long-term policy frameworks, and transparent
governance structures. Instead, cycles of instability, fragmented
decision-making, and short-term political incentives dominate. As North
(1990) and Acemoglu & Robinson (2012) argue, institutional weakness
generates high transaction costs, discourages investment, and traps
countries in low-performance equilibria. Iran’s historical experience aligns
with this diagnosis.

During the Pahlavi era (1925-1979), Iran experienced rapid modernization
without institutionalization. Infrastructure expanded, economic growth
accelerated, and state capacity increased in certain sectors. However,
modernization was not accompanied by the creation of participatory,
accountable, or transparent institutions. Concentration of power,
dependence on oil revenues, and limited bureaucratic professionalism
prevented the emergence of a resilient developmental state. As
Abrahamian (2008) and Katouzian (2009) note, this produced a fragile
modernization model vulnerable to shocks.

After the 1979 revolution, Iran entered a new phase characterized by
ideological reconstruction, war economy, and security& Ideological
d-driven priorities. Although some social indicators improved in the 1980s,
the institutional environment deteriorated. Technocratic governance
weakened, informal networks of power expanded, and administrative
coherence declined. Milani (2011) and UNDP (1995) document how these
trends laid the foundation for institutional fragility in subsequent decades.
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From the 1990s to 2020s, Iran faced severe policy volatility, international
sanctions, macroeconomic instability, structural corruption, and
environmental degradation. These dynamics correspond to what OECD
(2019) and IMF (2020) describe as “institutional decay.” The
consequences include declining human capital, erosion of social trust,
depletion of natural resources, and weakening administrative capacity. The
book argues that Iran’s entry into a sustainable development pathway
requires a fundamental shift in its national development paradigm.

The proposed three-stage model begins with stabilization. Stabilization is
not merely a technical phase; it is the foundational requirement for any
long-term development strategy. As Sachs (2015) emphasizes, no country
can achieve sustainable development without first restoring basic state
functions, economic predictability, and institutional coherence. In Iran,
stabilization requires halting destructive trends, rebuilding essential
governance capacities, and establishing minimum levels of economic and
social, stability.

Economic stabilization is central. Iran’s chronic inflation, exchange rate
volatility, and fiscal imbalances undermine investment and long-term
planning. The book highlights the need for independent monetary policy,
fiscal discipline, debt management, and transparent budgeting. Stiglitz
(2012) notes that banking sector dysfunction can suffocate investment;
therefore, banking reform—through balance sheet transparency,
non-performing loan management, and strengthened central bank
oversight—is essential.

Institutional stabilization is equally critical. North (1990) and Acemoglu &
Robinson (2012) show that inclusive institutions are the backbone of
sustainable development. Iran must redesign decision-making processes,
reduce bureaucratic fragmentation, enhance administrative capacity, and
reform outdated legal frameworks. Anti-corruption measures are
indispensable: independent oversight bodies, transparent public
procurement, open financial data, and accountability mechanisms.
Corruption, as the World Bank (2023) states, acts as a hidden tax on
development.

Social stabilization requires rebuilding public trust. Fukuyama (1995)
argues that social capital—trust, cooperation, and civic engagement—
reduces coordination costs and increases the effectiveness of public policy.
Iran’s widening state-society gap complicates reform implementation. The
book proposes national dialogue, civic participation in policymaking,
respect for civil rights, and strengthening civil society as mechanisms for
restoring trust.
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Environmental stabilization is another pillar. Sustainable development is
impossible without protecting natural resources. Iran faces severe water
scarcity, land subsidence, air pollution, desertification, and biodiversity
loss. The Brundtland Commission (1987) defines sustainability as meeting
present needs without compromising future generations. Iran must protect
groundwater, reduce air pollution, combat desertification, and preserve
forests and rangelands. Water scarcity, documented by FAO, is a major
threat to national security and economic stability.

These conditions does not seams to be achievable with and withinb this
Regime .

The second stage of the development model focuses on institutional and
infrastructural modernization. Once stabilization is achieved, Iran must
rebuild its institutional architecture. This includes creating inclusive
governance structures, modernizing public administration, strengthening
regulatory frameworks, and enhancing coordination across government
agencies. The book proposes a multi-layered institutional design that
integrates national, regional, and local governance.

Economic modernization requires upgrading infrastructure in energy,
water, transportation, and digital connectivity. Productivity and
competitiveness must increase through industrial policy, innovation
systems, and knowledge-based economic strategies. Human capital
development—education, skills, health, and social welfare—is essential
for long-term growth. Addressing brain drain and improving social equity
are central components of this stage

The third stage is generational sustainable development. This stage
envisions Iran’s long-term future—toward 2050 and beyond. It emphasizes
intergenerational justice, environmental stewardship, green economy
transitions, and long-term strategic planning. The book outlines future
scenarios, national development goals, and strategic pathways for
achieving a resilient, knowledge-based, and environmentally sustainable
society.

A key institutional innovation proposed in the book is the establishment of
the Ministry of Sustainable Development. This ministry would coordinate
national development strategies, integrate environmental, economic, and
social policies, and ensure long-term planning continuity. It would operate
through specialized deputy ministries, regional development agencies, and
national data systems. The ministry would also oversee territorial planning,
regional equity, and spatial justic The final component of the book is the
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national roadmap for transition to sustainable development. This roadmap
includes immediate actions (stabilization), medium-term reforms
(institutional and infrastructural modernization), and long-term strategies
(generational development). It identifies risks, obstacles, and mitigation
strategies. The roadmap emphasizes evidence-based policymaking, data
transparency, and continuous evaluation.

In summary, the Comprehensive Plan for Sustainable Development of Iran

presents a coherent, multi-stage strategy for transforming Iran’s
development trajectory. It integrates historical analysis, institutional
theory, economic policy, environmental sustainability, and long-term
strategic planning. The plan argues that Iran’s future depends on its ability
to stabilize, modernize, and build a generational development model
grounded in inclusive institutions, scientific policymaking, an
environmental responsibility.
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