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NOTE.

The Iranian Government have recently changed the
following place names in KHUZISTAN :—

New Name.
MOHAMMERAH .. KHORRAMSHAHR.
MALAMIR S .. 1ZEH.
HAWIZEH 4 .. HAVIZEH.
BANI TURUF .. .. BASHT-I-MISHAN.
FALLAHIEH .. .. SHADGAN.
BASATIN o .. BUSTAN.
KHAFAJIYEH .. .. SUSANGIRD.
KHAZALABAD .. KHOSROWABAD.
GACH QARAGULI .. GACH BARAN.
ARABISTAN .. .. KHUZISTAN.
SALEHABAD .. .. ANDIMISHK.

To avoid confusion in this report, the new names
have been placed in brackets after the old names, e.g.,
MOHAMMERAH (KHORRAMSHAHR).
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SEORET: N

GAZETTEEJ@
OF THE

PERSIAN GULF,
'OMAN,

AXD

CENTRAL ARABIA

BY
J. G. LORIMER, C.LE.

INDIAN CIVIL SERYICE

Also called Jazirat-al-Khidhar * &2/l 832 from a shrine near its » ABBADAN ]
centro, is a large and valuable islind enclosed by the Karan river
on the north, by the Shatt-nl-?Arab on the west, by the Persian Gulf on dl""‘“ l
the south, and by the Bahmanshir on the east. Its length is about
40 miles, and its width varies from about 14 miles ab the middle to
\ 12 miles near its sonthern end. The centre is mostly desert, but the
‘ margins adjoining the rivers, as far as ereeks extend inland, arc culti-
vated and planted with dates: much land is now being reclaimed in
the Mua'amareh neighhourhood near the south end. A submarine
prolongation of the island mto tlxc Persian Gulf forms the great
reef callad Maragqat *Abbadin R 9]-
The inhabitants of Abbadin are almost all Ka’ab Arabs, of the
Dris division of the tribe, and those in the southarn part of the island
uearly all belong Lo the Nassar subdivision.
A considerable tractin the north-castern comer of the island is known
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Arabistanis

Arabestanis; Ahvazis; Ahwazis; Iranian Arabs;
Khuzestan Arabs

POPULATION: Approximately (2002¢)
3,460,000 Arabistanis in Iran, concentrated in
the southeastern province of Khuzestan. Out-
side the region there are Arabistani communi-
tes along the coast of the Persian Gulf, in
Baghdad, and in southern Iraq.

THE ARABISTANI HOMELAND: The Ara-
bistani homeland lies at the eastern end of the
Fertile Crescent, the valley of the Tigris and Eu-
phrates Rivers. The region, at the western end of
the Persian Gulf, is mostly fertile lowland west
of the Zagros Mountains, which divide the re-
gion from the rest of Iran. Arabistan is rich in
natural resources and is the center of the Iranian
petroleum industry. The region, called Arabis-
tan or “Land of the Arabs” or Ahwaz by nation-
alists, forms the province of Khuzestan in the
Islamic Republic of Iran. Some Arabistani na-
tionalists claim a larger area, including a wide
strip of territory extending from Khuzestan
along the Persian Gulf (Arab Gulf) east to the
Strait of Hormuz. Province of Kbuzestan (Arabis-
tan/Abvaz): 25,688 sq. mi.—66,532 sq. km,
(2002¢) 4,526,000—Arabistani 745 Lur 3%, Turk 1%. The
! 2, also
called Ahwaz, (2002¢) 970,000, the c¢M¥T of Arab culture®in the region.

FLAG: The Arabistani flag, the flag of the national movement, is a ver-
tical tricolor of green, white, and black bearing a red triangle at the hoist
charged with a white crescent moon and an eight-pointed white star. The
flag of the largest national organization, the Ahwaz Liberation Organiza-
tion (ALO), is a vertical tricolor of red, white, and black bearing a centered
green five-pointed star surrounded by a green circle.

PEOPLE AND CULTURE: The Arabistanis are a Semitic Arab people
made up of thirty tribal groups that are ethnically and culturally related
to the Arab peoples to the west, but they are not closely related to Iran’s
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